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NEAH BAY INDIAN AGENCY, WASHINGTON TERRITORY,
September 1, 1873.
8ir: I have the honor to submit the following ab my third annual report upon the
condition of affairs at this ﬁene;r.
When I assnmed char, this agency, a little over two years ago, it was in a most
deplorable condition, indeed. About ten years previous to that time, when the agency
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was established, an addition was illegally made to the treaty reservation upon which
all tha improvements of the ageney exeepting the sehool-honse were lncated, and upon
whieh neasvly all the money appropriated Tor this tribe has been expended. ha
agency wus resily not npon the reservation. After Agent Webster, who established the
agency and made most of the improvements, went ont of office, several of his employés,
having become informed of the eondition of the reservation, took claims upon the addi-
tion which he had made and thus improved. For seven or cight vears the Indian De-
partment and these Indians had considered this addition as a part of the reservation,
and had beld andisputed control over it, when the persons who "had located claims
upon it denied the right of the Government to hold it as a reservation any longer.
These persons were pevhaps legally right, bnt certainly morally wroug in attempting
to take what ijuuhlj' Honged to these Indiang, and had been improved with money
appropriated by the Government for their benefit. The Indians ohjected to having
their lands and homes taken by white men, awd made many bitter complaints to me
in regard to ik A diffienlty was growing out of this unpleasant state of conflict-
ing anthority, interest, and rights, which, without very pruodent managemert, must
have resulted seriously, and would probably bave ended in another Modoc war.
The President’s execntive order of January 2d Iast, extending the limits of the reser-
vation, has finally (and it is to be hoped forever) sertled this difficulty. After these
claimants had been officially notified that their claiws were incladed in this extension,
they still refused to leave them, stating that the President had uo anthority to extend
the reservation, and threatened to foreibly resist any attempt to remove them. After
the time in which they were notified to leave had expired, in compliance with the ad-
vice of the honorable Sceretary of the Interior, a request was made for o military
foree to remove them. and on the 24th of June last Lient. James A. Houghey, of the
Twenty-first United States Infantry, and ecommander of-8an Juan garrison, with a de-
tachment of twenty-five men of Company H of the same regiment, arrived at Neah
Bay on the steamer Favorite for that purpose. By the same steamer that brought the
troops I received iustruction to give Webster sixty days more in which to move, and
he was accordingly not molested. After again advising McCollum and Colby to peace-
ably abandon the reservation, and even offering to assist them in removing their effects,
which they still declined to do, Lieutenant Houghey had a sergeant and four men
placed in each ove of their honses, and sent MeCollnm nnder %uarﬁetu the outer limits
of the reservation. Colly left without any farther trouble. * » .

During Angust Roev. J. F. DeVore, J. B. Montgomery, and Capt. George D, Hill, the
grentlemen who compose the board appointed to appraise the value of the improve-
ments made by MceCollum, Colby, and Webster, visited Neah Bay and made a personal
inspection of the improvemncuts with a view to assessing the value of the same, in or-
der that they may be justly compensated therefor. * . " o

The Indians are highly pleased at the result, and seem munch better satisfied. since
they now feel that their homes are secured to them forever where they can live in
peace and enjoy the frnits and blessings of their own labor. They have already pur-
chased seven head of cattle and fonr horses, the first stock ever owned by the tribe -
and since they are satisfied that this land now undoubtedly belongs to them they are
naking arrangements to-purchase cattle and horses and raise stock., This of course I
enconrage them in doing, as I think it far better for their fature interest and welfare
that thev shonld give more of their attention to pursnits of this character. * * *

The boundaries of the reservation as now extended should be surveyed and estab-
lished at an early day.

The Indians have been very peaceable and well-disposed during the last year, and are
steadily adopting the habits and customs of civilization. Many of them wear citizens’
clothes, and some of them are learning to talk English quite well. Only in two or three
instances daring the past wepr has whisky been brought or drank npon the reserva-
tion. It is only when they visit the towns upon I'uget Sound, and the different tribes
that inhabit the shores of Vavconver's Island on the opposite side of the straits of
Juan De Fuea from here, that they drink whisky, and then but a few of them ever be-
come intoxicated. There are gquite a nnmber of them that cannot now be persnaded
to drink whisky at any time. Captain John, one of the best chiefs in the tribe, who I
am informed formerly dealt considerably in whisky, could not now be induced to taste -
it. The Indians who live upon Vanconver’s Island visit the different villages of this
tribe quite frequently and sometimes in great numbers—were formerly in the habit of
bringing whisky with them, but we have been so successfnl in destroying it that they
fonnd it more expensive than profitable, and the past snmmer have not brought any.

The Makahs, as usual. have been very busily engaged during the summer catehi
and drying salmon and halibat for winter use, and bave succeeded in laying up a

supply

‘fﬁam is no road or trail leading from this reservation to any white settlement that
c¢an be traveled on horseback. Tle Indians recently (since they have taken the notion
to buy horses and cattle) have asked me to assist them in o;;lenin% a trail along the
Pacific coast, from this agency to the Qninaielt reservation, which if done wonld open
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communication between this place and the Quillehute and Chehalis conntries, and ena-
ble the Indians aloug the coast to bring stock into this coast countrv, which I have no
donbt wonld be a great benefit to them. The distance from here to Quinaielt is about
sixty-five miles.

Aﬂhuug’h the crops npon the reservation were put in with more care than usual last
spriug, they have pot doue well. The potato-crop (the one we most depend upon) is
almost an entire failure. They are affected with the blight, and the tops are all dried
and withered away; the potatoes were beginning to rot before they were half growa.
Ten acres of potatoes upon the reservation farm I do not think will yield over three
hundred bushels, and gix acres at the agency will not yield over one hundred bushels.
The Indians’ potatoes are also almost an entire failure, and they will have to paurchase
or do without the coming winter. The Indians are very fond of potatoes, and of late

ears they have Lbecome oune of their chief articles of fuod. Boiled or roasted potatoes,

ried salmou or halibut, and whale-oil make a dish which is greatly relished by them.
The farmer seeded about three acres in pease and about six in oats and barley, Before
the pease had matured the cattle broke into the field at night and destroyed them, and
*ve:dy much injared the barley. The oats and barley have been harvested, and [ we have]
made about five tons of good hay. The farer also seeded four acres more at the farm
in timothy, which now louks very well, anil next season will probably produce a good
crop-of hay. I also had about two acres at the agency sowed with timothy-seed.
There is but little of this lanid that is fit for anything but grass, and moch of it will
not even produce that. We have harvested abont twenty tonus of hay, and small in
amount as it may Elp]]ﬂ:ﬂl'. it is the largest crop of hay ever produced upon the reser-
vation. Iexpeet to have four acres more sown in timothy and clover after the potatoes
are dug. The gardens at the agency are very fine, the Lest I have seen in the Terri-
tory. " " " " ) " # » "

In my last arnnual report I referred to the poor and almost worthless quality of the land
upon which the reservation farm islocated, it being » mere sand-bed, and recommended
i uI]lprn]irintinu of 51,500 for the coustruction of a dike across the Wa-nch slough, by
which about five hundred acres of excellent tide-land might be reclaimed, upon
which a good farm conld be made with but little labor; also an appropriation of $1,500
for buililing a new farm-house and making other necessary improvements. I wonld
invite your atteution to that report and renew the same recommendation.

1 hiwve been asked by the chiefs of this tribe » number of times to urge the Govern-
ment to furnish them a schooner, and I suppose there is nothing that these Indians have
& greater desire to possess, or that would please them better or be more beneficial to
them, than a good sehooner of about fifty tons burden. They are natural sailors, and
from infancy spend much of their lifs upon the water. They obtain nearly all their
resources from the sea. The products of the waters abont Cape Flattory, which
amonnt to many thousand dollars annnally, would be lost to the conntry wers it not
for these Indians, as there are perhaps uo other people who woulil or could take their
places and obtain a support as they do, and besides prodnee anuually what is worth
thonsands of dollurs to the several interests of our country. It seems to me that a race
of people like this, who inhabit a portion of the country w{lich, without them, would be
desolate and almost worthless, should be fostered, protected, and cared for, and, if possi-
ble, civilized as o matter of interest, to eny nothing of their claims upon our charity, or
the general good chat intellectual and moral advancement always produces upon soei-
ety. From the 1st of Jinuary to the last of May is their sealing seasou, and the
weather is much of the time disagreeable aud stormy and the sea rough during this
period ; but when the weather will permit they engage in sealing, going from. ten to
forty miles from land in their cedar canoes on the Pﬂ.ﬁiﬁg after the fur-seal. Thisis an

“extremely dangerous business, and sometines they are blown so far out to sea by wstrong
east wind that they never return. It is, however, very profitable, as they find ready
sale for the skins at from two to ten dollars apicce, ﬂn(iY sometimes kill fifteen hundred
seals in a single season.  Later in the season they go far out to sea in their frail canoes
in pursnit of whales, Last samwmer they killed nine whales, some of them very large
ones. This summer they have as yet killed only two. If they had a good Echﬂﬂnﬂrl%.t
wonld be of great advantage to them in sealing and whaling, as they could put their
canoes, provisious, and water on board the schooner and go out to sea among the seals
and ‘Whales, and, leaviog the schooner, they, in their canoes, could engage in sealing
or whaling all day, and retnrn to the schooner at night to sleep and rest, and renew
their supply of water aud food; and in case of a storm the schooner would be a safe
refuge for them. 'With a schooner they would be able to remain at sea for many days,
or even weeks, at a time, in almost perfect safety, and would nndoubtedly be far more
successfnl in their perilons pursuite than they are. I wonld earnestly recommend an
appropriation of 5,000 for the pnrpose of procuring a schoouer for the nse of this tribe.

here was cousiderable sickness in the tribe last winter, and many of the Indian chil-
dren were afflicted with the measles; but thmlt%h the summer the health has been
ur

geverally very good. In my last annual report the necessity of establishi
& hospital at ﬂgl;ﬂah Bay, where the old, maimed, and sick might l:r‘e]{ruught from tiga
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different villages and have care, food, and medicine, and be under the immediate su
pervision of the resident physician, and at least kept from dying of starvation or ntter
neglect. This appears to me to be an actual necessity for the proper eare of these
ple. I cannot understand why it is that the Government does not care for all In-
g?:nﬂ alike. Many npencies, I understand, havo hospitals, and it seems to be the In-
dians that are most favoralily sitnated and best able to o care of themselves that
are thus favorel, while this tribe, located perhaps in the most unfavorable part of the
United States, in an nnproduetive country, far remote from any settlement, with very
poor, unhealthy habirations, and no will to inake lnmber with which to constrnet bet-
ter ones adapied to health amd confort, whore they can never acenmnlate moch wealth
or provide for their own comfort and welfare as it should be done, are neglected, and
actually many times suffer for the comforta a hospital wonld*afford. Dr. Bryant, the
resident physician, is a very coinpetent officer, and well adapted to the service.© His
salary, $§1.200 per annnm, in enrrency, which is equal to about $1,000 in coin, (the pre-
vailing curreney on this coast,) is very inndequate, and doea not properly compensate
for the serviees rondered, and, besides, with this meagre salary he is required to for-
nish all medicines nsed. Will §1,000 a year properly compensate for the services of a
physician and pay for all the medicines required in his praetice for that time in this
country, where modicines are very expensive ¥ It certainly will not. Almost any com-
mon laborer ean go into suy saw-mill on Paget Sound sud earnas much per annum. Dr.
Bryant is making a sacrifice by remaiving in the service, and should be leave, his place
could not be easily filled by a competent physician, I would recommend that the salary
fora physician at this agency be increased to $1,500 per annum, dating back one year, also
that an appropriation of $1,500 be muile for the estublishinent of a hospital at Neah
Bay, which, with the labor that conld be performed by the present employés, wonld, I
think, be ample for that purpose, and that an additional a[kupriu.t on, annusally, of
3300 be made to pay fur the services of a person to perform the dutivs of cook and nurse.
I wounld further reeommend that 300 be allowed annunally for the purposs of purchas-
ing the necessary medicines for the nse of the physician, and that the necessary surgi-
cnfinstrmuunta. snch as are farnished for the Army surgeons, be furnished for the use
of the physician upon this reservation, or o sufficient appropriation be made for the
purchase of the eame, :

With regard to the schoul allow me to say the children, under the supervision of Rev. C.
H. Hodges, the tencher, are doing finely. * * = The boys, every day that the weather
will permnit, are reqnired to perform a portion of labor in the school garden, and the
girls to attend to the domestic duties of the honse. On Lord’s day they are thoroughl
washed awd dressed, and required to attend religious servicea. Mr. Hodges in hl':
Eﬁare moments labors in the capacity of missionary on the reservation, looking out for
the general interests of the reservation morally and spiritually, baving religions ser-
vices at the school-house on Lord’s day, and this labor is done by him gratuitonsly.

The school at present numbers eightecn, and they sre advancing finely. When the
Indians return fromn their snmmer resorts the number of scholars will be increased.
One remarkable feature of the school is the regnlarity of the children in their attend-
ance. Mr. Hod has some scholars that have not missed a day from sehool sivce he
has been with them, notwithstanding the numerous “ pot-latches” that are constantly
going on among the Iudians daring the sumamer months. The proximity of the
sechoonl-bouse to the Indian ranches is a great drawback to the prosperity of the
sechool. The ideas and habits formed in school do not harmonize with the savage and
barbarous habits of the Indians; not only this, but many of the old Indians are try-
ing to persnade the ehildren that education is a detriment to them, as it unfits them
for the hardy pursnits of the Indian. The nppmriutiuu for the aupport of the school
is small. One woman is obli to cook and w for the whole school, and dov it at
very low wages, We grently need an assistant teacher and anotber cook; and I
would recommend that an appropriation of §600 annually be made to pay for the ser-
vieﬁ of an assistant teacher, and §300 annually to pay for the services of another
cook.

In conclusion, I will say that the Ercaent- employés upon the reservation are all good
Christian men, and arve earnestly endeavoring to instruct and elevate the Indians and
better their condition; and while our efforts bave not amrﬁliaheﬂ what we had
desired they should, owing to the many difficulties we have had to contend with, yet
we confidently hopo that the aggregate good we may.bave disseminnted among them
will resalt in a permanent advancernent and a lasting blessing to the whole tribe.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. M., GIBRON,

- Uited States Indian Agent
Hoo. R. H, MiLroy, .
Superintendent of Indian Affairs for Washington Territory.



